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EUROPEAN COURTS OF HUMAN RIGHTS – RETENTION OF DNA 
 
1. Purpose  
 
1.1 To inform the Authority of the Constabulary’s position with regards to the recent 

media reports on the retention of DNA samples from persons suspected but not 
convicted and the ruling of the European Court of Human Rights. (Violation of 
Article 8 – the right to respect for private and family life). 

 
 
2.  Background 
 
2.1 According to guidance received by the Constabulary (4/12/08) from the ACPO 

lead on Forensic, currently, the National DNA database holds 4.5 million profiles 
from individuals and approximately 20% would fall into the category that the court 
has ruled on.  

 
2.2 The impact has to be considered carefully and ACPO nationally is engaged with 

Home Office colleagues as to the implications for Police Forces. 
 
2.3 The direction received by ACPO is that although the judgement has gone against 

the UK it does not have impact until the law is changed by parliament, therefore no 
change should be made at present to police processes or procedures. 

 
 
3. Recommendation 
 
3.1 The Committee is recommended to note the report. 
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