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EXTENDING THE USE OF TASER DEVICES
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Introduction

This report explains the background in relation to the wider roll out of Taser
to Specially Trained Units (STU) within Cambridgeshire Constabulary.

Background

Following a successful trial in other Forces into the extended use of Tasers
by STU’s, on 24" November 2008 the Home Secretary authorised the
Extended Use of Taser to STU’s in all forces with effect from 1% January
2009.

The Home Office has recently made available £8M of capital funding to
provide an additional 10,000 Tasers nationally which will significantly reduce
the initial out lay for Forces. This is ‘one off’ funding provision with individual
forces liable for subsequent revenue costs associated with equipment,
training and servicing / replacement.

Matters to note

Tasers are viewed as a less lethal technology and therefore this should
reduce the number of times that lethal force needs to be applied in
potentially confrontational situations. Therefore Tasers are being accredited
and rolled out across all Forces with full support of the Police Federation.

The January Force Executive Board took the decision to bid for a further 50
Taser devices and the Force has recently been made aware that this bid for
funding has been successful.

The training regime to equip additional Officers with the appropriate level of
skill regarding use of Tasers is being put in place and a small group has
been convened to oversee the implementation of this project.



3.4 The implications on revenue spend will be confirmed within the project
governance but it is anticipated that any additional spend will be met from
current resources.

4, Recommendation

4.1  The Committee is invited to note the content of the report.
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